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                       Publication # 5  December, 2016 

 

Jai Jinendra, 

 

Winter has arrived and with that we also having holiday seasons, we wish you all a 

safe and happy holiday. 

 

JSGD celebrated Diwali with its tradition; decoration, puja, general body meeting, 

recap of the year, recognition of the volunteers, welcoming and introduction of new 

EC & BOT committee, swami vatsalya and musical program in the afternoon. 

Members really enjoyed the eventful day. 

 

Helping in need is always a priority for us; this year few organizations joined hand 

together and celebrated the Holiday season by selecting 12 families in Detroit who 

needed help. Food, clothes, Toys, day to day need, blankets, comforters and other life 

essentials were given in a program hosted by Detroit Public School Police 

Department. JSGD was one of the proud sponsor and JSGD logo was on the sponsor 

banner of 8 feet X 4 feet.  

 

Over last two years we were given an opportunity to serve the JSGD; we would like 

to take a moment and take you all in the past. We would like to share the experience 

we have gone through; it all started with few phone calls and text messages; one 

Saturday morning all members of current EC gathered at Panera bread on Telegraph 

road. After introductions and sharing some basic thoughts of why we chose to become 

the volunteer and what is the best way we can serve the society; we departed.  Over 

next few days we all realized that we have common goal of serving the society. While 

the team had great enthusiasm, we were feared that are we going to meet the 

expectations of the great organization or not?  . Over the period of time we kept 

moving forward as a team and we all bonded as one family. 
 

 

Gujarati Month: Magsar/Posh 
Vir Samvat: 2542 

Vikram Samvat: 2072 
 

Temple Hours: 
Monday - Saturday 
9:30am - 12:30pm 
5:30pm - 8:00pm 

Sunday 
8:00am - 12:30pm 
5:30pm - 8:00pm 

Aarti & Mangal Divo 
11:30am & 7:30pm 

Pakshal Puja 
Monday – Saturday 9:30am 

Sunday 8:00am 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Respected members,Jai 
Jinendra, 
Strap on your winter gear 012. 
 
Here are the highlights of the  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Over this two years everyone have enjoyed the journey and we are thankful and 

proud to serve as a volunteer of JSGD. Like weather situation changes day to day; 

our journey of the two year is as large as the life and we all can write a book. 

Struggle, joy, happiness, learning, love, bonding, feeling accomplished, exhausted 

and so on were day to day experience. One thing we all agree that we enjoyed every 

moment we served and now we feel we could have done lot more. We are thankful 

to each and every member of the society for their trust and opportunity to serve 

JSGD. We are thankful to pervious and current EC team; BOT of 2015 and 2016 

and specially BOT chair shri Hemantbhai and Smt. Kundanben. All the 

subcommittees and countless volunteers were our backbone during our journey.  

 

We have so many moments that we can cherish; one would like to share was at 

Mother’s Day celebration; few members came to us with tears in their eyes and 

shared that they feel like we are the family to them; Appreciation day for all 

founding members and volunteers was another event we were able to touch 

everyone’s heart. Most of our EC members are proud parents of toddlers and young 

kids. While working, countless hours taking care of various new initiatives it was 

tough to balance the personal life but getting feedback from each members worked 

as a moral boost for us. 

 

Again, we thank everyone for the help and support. We are here to serve JSGD as 

volunteer; we also wish the very best to the new EC & BOT committee. 

 

This is our last publication as a EC; if we have hurt anyone we ask for the 

forgiveness. We also request each member of the society to please be part of this 

amazing organization. JSGD need all support; being a nonprofit organization we 

request members to do the best to take the JSGD to the new level. While we will 

not be the part of the EC we will always be part of JSGD and serve as volunteer. 

 
Thanks & Jai Jinendra!  
 
Jinansh Shah                                                              Kundanben Sata 
President                                                           Chair Person -  Board of Trustees 
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Recipe of the month – Jain Veg Frankie 
Veg Frankie - Jain way 

Serving – 4-6 persons 

Preparation Time : 25-30 mins 

Cooking time : 30 mins 

Ingredients 
 Refined flour (maida) ½ cup 

 Whole wheat flour (atta) ½ cup 

 Yogurt ¼ cup 

 Salt to taste 

 Oil to knead the dough + 1 tablespoon 

 Green chillies chopped 2-3 

 Green capsicum chopped ¼ cup 

 Yellow capsicum chopped ¼ cup 

 Red capsicum chopped ¼ cup 

 Babycorns chopped 5-6 

 Purple cabbage chopped ¼ cup 

 Cabbage chopped ¼ cup 

 Raw banana boiled and chopped 1 medium 

 Dried oregano 1 teaspoon 

 Red chilli flakes 1 teaspoon 

 Soy sauce 1 teaspoon 

 Tomato ketchup 1 tablespoon 

 Paneer (cottage cheese) chopped ¼ cup 

 Frankie masala 1 teaspoon 

 Lettuce leaves shredded 4-5 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Put refined flour, whole wheat flour, yogurt and salt in 

a bowl and knead into a soft dough with water as 

required. Add a little oil and knead again. Let it rest 

for ten to fifteen minutes. 

2. Heat one tablespoon oil in a non-stick pan, add green 

chillies and sauté for half a minute. Add green 

capsicum, yellow capsicum, red capsicum and sauté 

for a minute. 

3. Add baby corns, mix again and cook for a minute. Add 

purple cabbage and cabbage and mix again. 

 

 
4. Add raw banana, salt, oregano, chilli flakes, soy sauce 

and tomato ketchup and mix well. Add the cottage 

cheese and mix again. Add the Frankie masala, mix 

well and set aside to cool. 

5. Divide the dough into equal portions and roll them into 

balls. Roll each ball into thin four to five inch diameter 

tortillas. 

6. Heat a non-stick tawa, and cook each tortilla,turning 

sides, for about thirty seconds on each side. 

7. Put each tortilla on direct flame and let it puff. Set 

aside on a plate. 

8. Keep each tortilla on worktop, sprinkle some Frankie 

masala on it, put some shredded lettuce over it, spread 

the vegetable mixture on it and roll the tortilla to make 

frankies. 

9. Heat the tawa again, put one teaspoon oil and place a 

Frankie on it. Cook, turning sides, till golden all 

around. Similarly cook the remaining frankies. 
10. Place them on a serving plate and serve hot. 

 

 
  



 

DAY DATE TITHIS TIMINGS 
PROGRAM 
DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS 

Sunday 01/01/17 Posh Sud Trij 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
New Year Sntra Puja 
(Swamivatsalya) 

Sunday 01/08/17 Posh Sud Dasham 

9:45 AM - 10:45 AM 

 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

Hindi Class  

 
Study Class  

 
Hindi Puja 

Sunday 01/15/17 Posh Vad Trij 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Hindi Exam 

Sunday 01/22/17 Posh Vad Dasam 
09:45 AM - 10:45 AM 

 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Hindi Class  

 
Study Class 

Saturday 01/28/17 Maha Sud Padvo 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Adinath Panch Kalyanak Puja 
(Meru Teras)/Besto 
Mahino(Maha)Swamivatsalya 

Sunday 02/05/17 Maha Sud Nom 
09:45 AM - 10:45 AM 

 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Hindi Class  

 
Study Class 

Sunday 02/12/17 Maha Vad Bij 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Hindi Puja 

Sunday 02/19/17 Maha Vad Atham 
09:45 AM - 10:45 AM 

 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Hindi Class  

 
Study Class 

Monday 02/27/17 Fagan Sud Padvo 10 AM - 11:30 AM 
Monthly Snatra Puja/ Besto 
Mahino (Faagan) 

NOTE:   Swadhyay (For everyone above age of 18) is in Gujarati scheduled all Sunday same time as Study 
Class and on Wednesday between 7:45 PM and 9:30 PM. The current subject is "Marganusarina 35 Gun" 

explained by Peenalbhai Shah for Sunday and "Sutra Samvedna" explained by Sureshbhai Shah for 
Saturday Swadhyay. We encourage all Study Class student parents to take the benefit of Swadhyay.  
 
The Yoga classes is scheduled on all Sundays at 9:30 AM except for the special temple functions 

 

Library Update  
 
JSGD temole library is open during weekend hours (11 AM to 1 PM). Also, Kanchanbhai (Pujiariji) will help you 
during temple hours. 
 
Pl. come and make use of the collection of books we have for all age groups - for all various Jain sects - in 
languages like English, Gujarati and Hindi. 
 
For further details please contact Mahendra J. Shah or Tarangben K Shah. 
 
Library coordinators 

 



 

  
The 19th Biennial JAINA Convention is being held from June 30th to July 4th in Edison, NJ at the NEW JERSEY 

CONVENTION AND EXPO CENTER AT THE RARITAN CENTER. 2017 JAINA Convention Board, and the JAINA 

Executive Committee look forward to welcoming you. In addition to spiritual development, the Convention will also 

focus on health and well-being, social and ecological issues. Our goal is to provide a memorable experience for all age groups 

and showcase achievements of Jain community. 

At present there is no one day or weekend only registration planned.   

2 Ways to Register: 

1.   Online Registration.  

2.   On-Site Registration. On-site will registration will be available only from June 30, 2017. 

Registration Assistance: 

For registration assistance, please email registration2017@jaina.org . 

 Current Registration Fees are as highlighted 

INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FEES: 

Number of 

Registered 

Individuals 

Early Bird 

First 1000 

1001 to 

2500 
2501 to 4000 Over 4000 Onsite 

Adults  

(Age 18 & up) 
$239 $269 $299 $319 $329 

Child/Youth  

(Age 6 - 17) 
$149 $169 $189 $209 $229 

Child  

(Age 0 - 5) 
FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE 

OPTIONAL SESSION REGISTRATION FEES: 

Number of 

Registered 

Individuals 

Early Bird 

First 1000 

1001 to 

2500 

2501 to 

4000 
Over 4000 Onsite 

Youth Activities 

(Age 14 - 23) 
$89 $99 $109 $119 $129 

Jain Milan 

(Matrimonial) 

(Age 21- 42) 

$109 $119 $129 $139 $149 

Young Jain 

Professional (YJP) 

(Age 24 to 42) 

$109 $119 $129 $139 $149 

For further details please visit JAINA Convention - 2017 

  

Convention Registration Terms & Conditions: 

http://www.jaina.org/?page=ExecCommittee1517
http://www.jaina.org/?page=ExecCommittee1517
mailto:registration2017@jaina.org
http://www.cvent.com/events/jaina-convention-2017/event-summary-619b292b83de4b918513a273d48df780.aspx


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

No Swapna Amount Name No Swapna Amount Name
1 Dwar Opening 201$           Bhupendra and Saroj Shah 1 Aarti 401$            Nalin & Gita Shah

2 Aarti 151$           Raju and Pratibha Modi 2 MangalDivo 451$            Kirtikant & Kokila Sheth

3 Mangal Divo 201$           Bipin and Vijaya Shah 3 ShantiKalash 501$            Shailesh & Jyoti Jain

Total 553$    Total 1,353$ 

October 30, 2016 - Actual Diwali Day November 6, 2016 - Diwali Celebration Day

Diwali and New Year Day Gheeboli

Name Amount

Tejas and Charmy Shah 251$       

Bipin and Vijaya Shah 151$       

Bharat and Bharati Doshi 101$       

Niranjan and Vibha Shah 101$       

Pradip and Hema Shah 101$       

Vraj and Vunsh Shah c/o Biren and Avani Shah 51$          

Total 756$  

2016 - Diwali Celebration - Swamivatsalya Sponsorship

Sunday - November 6, 2016

Name Amount Name Amount

Jaya Travel 1,501$           Prudential Financial Advisor 301$            

Neehe's Vegetarian Steet Food 1,501$           Rita Travel Services, Inc. 301$            

Consultants in Cardiology 501$               Shagun Entertainment 301$            

Deesha Medical 501$               SignTec 301$            

Deeya Boutique 501$               Systematic Heating and Cooling 301$            

Doshi & Associates 501$               TLC Family Dentistry 301$            

Global Marble and Granite 501$               Transphere Inc. 301$            

Piyush Dave Realtor 501$               Zaria Fine Jewelry 301$            

Rasna Foods 501$               Zaveri Associates 301$            

American Gem 301$               LifeStyle Michigan:

Anonymous 301$                 Amit and Megha Shah 91$              

Approved Mortgage 301$                 Amit and Priya Jain 91$              

Choice Homes Realty 301$                 Bhavin and Ishani Dalal 91$              

Gala & Associates, Inc. 301$                 Biren and Avani Shah 91$              

Keller Williams Realty 301$                 Chintan and Dipal Shah 91$              

Krishna Catering 301$                 Jigar and Purvi Shah 91$              

Mango Mortgage 301$                 Jinansh and Priya Shah 91$              

Meineke Auto 301$                 Ketan and Janki Shah 91$              

Perfect Marble & Granite 301$                 Kritesh and Hiral Mehta 91$              

Phoenix Professional Contracting 301$                 Kushant and Nirali Shah 91$              

Plastic Plus 301$                 Sanjay and Manisha Bhandari 91$              

Total 10,121$ Total 3,710$ 

2016 - Directory Sponsors

 
We received support from all members in generous pledges and donation from our members. We would like to thanks 
members for their support to the society in many ways including participation in various event. 
We sincerely apologize for misspelling names, errors or inaccurate information. Please feel free to contact 
Publication Officer Kamlesh Shah (kamleshjsgd@gmail.com) or any member of EC to make corrections. 



 

 

Name Amount Name Amount Name Amount

Abhishek and Shikha Jain 51$         Hemant and Tarulata Shah 51$       Pradip and Hema Shah 51$        

Ajay and Trupti Ajmera 51$         Hemesh and Pratiksha Shah 51$       Pradip and Madhu Modi 51$        

Ajay and Nilesh Dagli 51$         Jagdish and Geeta Shah 51$       Prakash and Mansi Shah 51$        

Amit and Purvi Shah 51$         Jaimik and Reenal Shah 51$       Pratik and Nehal Shah 51$        

Amit Sanghvi and Family 51$         Jashu and Meeta Shah 51$       Pravin and Kalpana Chokshi 51$        

Anand and Mona Bora 51$         Jaswant and Saroj Sheth 51$       Pravin and Surabhi Shah 51$        

Anil and Savita Jain  51$         Jeet and Rama Sanghvi 51$       Pritish and Shreya Shah 51$        

Ankit and Bina Shah 51$         Jitesh and Kavita Shah 51$       Rachna and Dharmendra Parakh  51$        

Ankit and Ridhdhi Shah 51$         Kalpesh and Tarang Shah 51$       Rahul and Niyati Shah 51$        

Annonymous 51$         Kamal and Sunita Jain 51$       Rajesh and Vanitha Mithalal 51$        

Anonymous 51$         Kamlesh and Sarita Shah 51$       Rajesh and Vinita Jain 51$        

Ashish and Ketki Tikiwala 51$         Kaushal and Ekta Jhaveri 51$       Rajiv and Mamta Maheshwari  51$        

Ashish and Minal Manek 51$         Kirti and Bhavna Shah 51$       Raju and Pratibha Modi 51$        

Ashok and Namita  Jain 51$         Kirtiben  Vora 51$       Ramesh, Ranjan, and Resham Shah 51$        

Ashok and Parul Shah 51$         Kirtikant and Kokila Sheth 51$       Ramesh and Sheela Shah 51$        

Ashoka and Kirti Jain 51$         Lalit and Bharti Shah 51$       Ramesh and Sucheta Gandhi 51$        

Avinash and Seema Shah 51$         Lalit and Usha Doshi 51$       Rashmikant and Hemlata Shah 51$        

Bharat and Bhavna Shah 51$         Mahendra and Indira Doshi 51$       Rohit and Devyani Shah 51$        

Bharat and Falguni Shah 51$         Mahendra J. Shah 51$       Rohit and Punita Shah 51$        

Bharati and Bharat Doshi 51$         Mahesh and Sarla Desai 51$       Samkit and Ronak Shah 51$        

Bhavesh and Ragini Kothari 51$         Manesh and Meena Shah 51$       Saurabh and Prachi Shah 51$        

Bipin and Shobhana Shah 51$         Manoj and Surabhi Modi 51$       Saurabh and Sonal Shah 51$        

Chandrakant and Madhu Malde 51$         Mukund and Chandrika Mehta  51$       Shanti and Sushila Singhi 51$        

Chirag and Darshita Jhaveri 51$         Navin and Sheela Shah 51$       Hiren and Ankita Shah 51$        

Deepak Jhaveri 51$         Neelesh and Megha Jain 51$       Jagdish and Shaila Shah 51$        

Deven and Hiral Fadia  51$         Nikhil and Smita Kothari 51$       Shashikant and Devyani Dani 51$        

Dhaval Jain 51$         Nilkesh, Nina and Monil Shah 51$       Smita Shah 51$        

Dipen and Kavita Shah 51$         Niranjan and Vibha Shah 51$       Vastupal and Varsha Shah 51$        

Divaykant and Meena Shah 51$         Nirav and Avani Shah 51$       Vijay Shah and Hemlata Menon 51$        

Dr. Babulal  Nahata and Family 51$         Nirav Sheth 51$       Vijay, Prianka, Kimi and Amy Shah 51$        

Dr. Kantibhai  Shah 51$         Nitin and Bindu Golechha 51$       Vijaybhai and Ranjanben Shah 51$        

Dr. Kirti Sudha Shah 51$         Nitin and Dipali Jain 51$       Vinay and Sneha Shah 51$        

Girish and Asha Shah 51$         Pankaj and Malini Vakharia 51$       Vinit and Anuja Shah 51$        

Gunvant H. Shah 51$         Parindu and Kirit Shah 51$       Vinod and Suman Vakharia 51$        

Hemang and Tejal Shah 51$         Pradeep and Divya Shah 51$       Vishal and Nisha Doshi 51$        

Total 1,785$   Total 1,785$ Total 1,785$  

2016 - Directory Well-wishers

Name Amount

Rajiv & Reepal Shah 251$            

Mahendra J Shah 251$            

Nalin & Gita Shah 251$            

Hemant & Veena Shah   C/O Mango Mortage 251$            

Arvin and Jaya Shah 251$            

Annoymus 251$            

Sharadbhai & Naliniben Shah 251$            

Arvind R & Ramila A. Shah 251$            

Ashok & Parul Shah 251$            

Annoymus 251$            

Sanjay & Manisha Bhandari 251$            

Ankilbhai & Mayaben Shah 251$            

Niranjanbhai & Bharti Modi 251$            

Manesh & Meena Shah 251$            

Total 3,514$ 

2016 - Calendar Well-wishers



 

Jainism News 
 Jain monk Sagarchandra Sagar Suri Maharaj explains ‘Updhan tap' – December 10, 2016 -  

All happiness is dependent on people, relationships, car, houses, money and so on; which 
in turn is dependent on other people and things. But in reality, the happiness that is within 
us, which is also called ‘atma’ is independent of anything or any person. To understand 
more about it and practise it, we have initiated something called ‘updhan tap’. Up means 
‘something that is within us’ and dhan means assimilate. And tap means discipline. – As 
explained by Acharya Sagarchandra Sagar Suri Maharaj. 
 

 Jain girl's death after fast: No murder charges against parents, only culpable homicide, 
say police – October 25, 2016 - Hyderabad police, probing the case of the death of a 13-
year-old girl who died after a 68-day fast, on Sunday said the incident did not attract murder 
charge as there was no "intention" or "wilful act" on the part of her parents or the 
community members. 
 

  Depicting Jain mythology through 6D Rangoli -  Two time Limca Record winner Bhavaana 
Bhedaa depicts Jain mythology through a rangoli in Santacuz, near V N Desai Hospital. 
The Rangoli is a six dimensional 3D anaglyph and 3D illusion with UV light effect and black 
out effect. The four minute Rangoli musical show can be seen with the help of red and blue 
glasses. The Rangoli has been put up on exhibition. 

 

 
 Anaheim Health Fair, December 3-4, 2016 -  California -  More than 170 people lined up early 

morning of 3rd December for Medical/Dental Vision care at Anaheim Convention Center. 
By Sunday afternoon Organizers the City of Anaheim. GBS Linens, Anekant Community 
Center and Lestonnac Free Clinic had treated 765 people! People had travelled hours to 
get their teeth removed &/or get medical checkup &/or get a pair of Eye Glasses – all for 
free! First time the Organization had offered online registration and 150 people had 
registered in three weeks prior to the event.  
This was 11th Anaheim Health Fair, an annual event from 2007 and first time a second one 
in the same year. 220 volunteers poured their hearts in serving the underprivileged that 
very patiently waited as the lines were long especially for blood tests, dental treatment and 
eye glasses. While many contributed GBS Linens, Masimo Foundation, Sarva Mangal 
Family Trust, Drs. Meera and Jasvant Modi, Drs. Bharat & Neena Patel Foundation, Brown 
Bag Brigade, and Walmart were major sponsors. Walmart partnered with the 
organizationfor the first time and will provide eye glasses to 212 patients. Their 
pharmacists’ staff helped administer around 150 flu shots which were given to us by 
Orange County Health Authority. 280 patients received dental treatment (extractions, 
feelings &/or cleaning). 
 



 

From B Student to Billionaire : an immigrant’S journey 
 

  In 1964, 19-year-old Hasu Shah arrived in the U.S. with some borrowed money in his pocket and a desire 
to study chemical engineering. Fifty years later, he is chairman of the billion-dollar real estate and 
hospitality firm he founded, Hersha Hospitality Trust (NYSE: HT). His sons - Jay (CEO) and Neil (COO) - run 
the day-to-day now, but Shah has far from retired, remaining active on the board as well as in his 
humanitarian missions to India, Africa and elsewhere.  
 
We recently sat down with Hasu Shah to discuss the American dream, his circuitous path to success, the 
current climate for entrepreneurship and the importance of giving back.  
 
NYSE: You started out as a chemical engineer. What initially brought you to the U.S.? 
Hasu Shah: There were only five colleges in India that offered chemical engineering. I was just a B student, 
but they were looking for A-pluses. So I had to go overseas to get my degree. I told my father, “If you take 
care of two semesters, I will pay the rest back from my summer jobs.” He borrowed the money and sent me 
to the U.S.  
 
NYSE: How did it go? 
HS: It was very hard in the beginning. I had no family or friends in the U.S. I was in college while working 
part time surroundings, with        English as a second language. But through hard work, I was able to obtain 
my chemical engineering degree.  
 
NYSE: What was your plan at that point? 
HS: My goal was to work in this country for about 10 years, then go back to India and start a pharmaceutical 
company. But in 1967 the job market for chemical engineers was not very strong. I tried to get a job at 
DuPont, but couldn't  ended up taking a position with the New Jersey state police as a chemist in charge 
of their narcotics lab. Within six months, though, I knew I did not want to work as a chemist. I started looking 
for a job and ended up being hired by the commonwealth of Pennsylvania as an environmental engineer 
and moving to Harrisburg.  I was only making $8,100 per year, so there was not much money left to save. 
But I started investing in real estate, buying single        homes that were foreclosed. After 10 years, when I 
was ready to move back to India, I had gathered about six homes. I sold everything and got $52,000. That 
was my net asset when I returned to India.  
 
NYSE: What was that transition like? 
HS: Within six months I knew I could not settle in India. I had been in America for almost 13 years and I had 
gotten used to the American style of business. In India there was a lot of red tape, a lot of bureaucracy. 
There were problems with the factory I was  supposed to buy. The sellers seemed spooked by my American 
degree. And my son’s asthma worsened as soon as we moved to Mumbai. He was in the hospital for a 
month. One day I called up my old job in the States and they said I was welcome to come back. So we 
moved again.  
 
NYSE: Was that disappointing? 
HS: I'm so glad that happened. When I came back from India the second time I felt that America was my 
home. It’s a country where if a person is willing to work hard and dedicate themselves to a business, they 
can create their own opportunities. You can show your work ethic and you don’t have to lie. I have reported 
every single penny I've earned, right from the beginning. In eastern countries, much of the business is 
under the table because the taxes are so high. If you show too much income, it just goes to  the government. 
In the U.S. I reported every penny, but there are so many possible tax shelters it just encouraged me to 
buy more properties.  
 
NYSE: What do you think made you so business-focused? 
HS: I grew up around my father’s business. He was a wholesale merchant, selling materials for making 
saris. My father also owned 22 apartments in Mumbai. When I was 14, he made me his rent collector. 

American Dream 

http://www.bronxheart.com/
http://www.bronxheart.com/
http://www.bronxheart.com/
http://www.bronxheart.com/
http://www.bronxheart.com/
http://www.bronxheart.com/
http://www.bronxheart.com/
http://www.bronxheart.com/
http://www.bronxheart.com/


 

 

Collecting rent in India is not so easy. You have to go three times in the first 10 days just to get 50% of the 
rent. Another five days later you might get the other 50%. Still, at the age of 14, I was learning the ins and 
outs of different financial instruments.  
 
 
NYSE: What did you do with your nest egg when you got back? 
HS: I bought an 11-room motel. I hired a manager to run it and his wife to clean the rooms. Later, thanks to 
the increased cash flow, I was able to buy another motel within five miles, with 27 rooms.  
 
NYSE: And you were still working as a chemical engineer at this point? 
HS: Yes. My full-time job was in environmental science. The motels were still a side business for me. 
Eventually I sold them all and          bought a 125-room hotel in Harrisburg. My wife was the general manger 
as well as the director of sales and she doubled the hotel’s revenue in the first 15 months, from $450,000 
to $900,000. That was a lot of profit for us. The larger hotel needed a liquor        license and my lawyer said 
I had to think about the company name. I named it Hersha, after my wife. And finally, after 18 years          as 
a chemical engineer, I decided it was time to quit my job and dive into the business full time.  
 
" I believe all Human being are kind.   Giving is part of the fabric of the human being. " 
 
NYSE: That must have been quite a switch. 
HS: Actually, my wife had set up the hotel so well that when I quit my job I really didn't  have anything to 
do. So six months later I bought another hotel, a Best Western. Within a year we bought a third hotel. I just 
kept growing the portfolio.  
 
NYSE: Today Hersha  is a $1.6 billion company. How did you handle that kind of growth? 
HS: I was never afraid to take on partners. Partnership is like a successful marriage, it takes hard work, a 
strong bond and unique level of commitment. And everyone benefits as the company grows. I always boast 
about my partners because we have no  fighting among us — 25 years and no lawsuits. We all work toward 
the same goal: to improve the business.  
 
NYSE: Did you hire from the hospitality industry? 
HS: Actually, almost all of my partners are former engineers, like me. None of them knew the business 
before they got involved. But I  had certain criteria. They had to be making a certain amount of money in 
their current job, be managing at least 15 people and  be able to invest a minimum of $100,000 in the 
business. Working with engineers is wonderful because they are very logical in their thinking. They would 
rather use logic to solve problems than complex financial strategies.  
 
NYSE: How do you think things have changed for entrepreneurs since you came to the U.S.? 
HS: Today is much better for entrepreneurs and new businesses, partly because technology is more 
advanced. Incubators help too. People can sometimes get free office space for their new business, and 
that wasn't an option 20 or 30 years ago. Coming to America in the early ’60s and starting all over with only 
two years of English was challenging from day one. But this is a great country, and if you work hard you 
will see the results.  
 
NYSE: What is your current passion? 
HS: Lately my wife and I are very focused on our philanthropy. The Hersha and Hasu Shah Foundation has 
a goal of giving eyesight        to a million blind people. For the past three years we've taken two trips per 
year, one to India and one to Africa. We bring a group of 15 to 20 doctors from the Harrisburg area. They 
do 250 to 275 different surgeries in a week. We also bring an  plastic surgeon        and more. They are all 
mainstream doctors who donate their time and expertise.  
 
NYSE: How did you get so involved in humanitarian efforts? 
HS: I believe all human beings are kind. Giving is part of the fabric of the human being. You feel much better 
while doing something solely for others. When humans feel they are doing something for a third party, it 
gives them the happiness and strength to do  more for their own business and community. 
 
Source : NYSE 



 

Jain Study Class Corner 
 

Jai Jinendra 
 
We wish you and your family a Beautiful upcoming Holiday Season and a very 
Happy New Year full of Love, Laughter, Peace, Prosperity, Happiness, and higher 
Spirituality.  
 
 

Quote for the month:   
 
             “ Be Compassionate. Be generous to Needy people and kind to 
mother Earth and be Compassionate to all Living Creatures. ” 
  

 
This Jain Vani we would like to publish the details of activities undertaken by 
JAIN Education Committee, USA(JEC) 
 
JEC prepare, publish, and distribute Jain Päthashälä Education Material to 
support all Jain Centers of North America.  Following is the summary: 
Published 8 Pathashala text books for Elementary(4), Middle School (2), High 
School (1) and College (1) age students 
  
Published Jain Academic Bowl Manual (JAB) covering entire spectrum of Jain 
philosophy, Conduct, History, Literature, and Stories.  It contains 400 pages 
  
Published 8 Reference books (1. Jainism, 2. World Religion, 3. Book of 
Compassion, 4. English Pratikraman, 5. Jain Sutras, 6. Jain Puja, 7. Being Jain 
in College, and 8. Ashtapad Tirth). 
  
JEC have about 3500 students (from elementary age to College age) attending 
Päthashäläs. It includes about 250 to 300 Pathashala teachers and other 
volunteers.  To view short summary of all Pathashala books and to download 
pdf files of all Jaina Education Books, click the following link: 
 

Jain Library 
 
JEC supports YJA and YJP convention activities by providing Educational 
Material free of charge to our youths and young Jain professionals attending 
convention. JEC also supports and manage Jain Academic Bowl (JAB) Youth 
competition activities during JAINA and YJA conventions. 
  

http://www.jainlibrary.org/elib_master/jaina_edu/jaina_edu_book/$JES000_Pathshala_Books_Summary_000011_data.pdf


JEC actively support Jain summer school (ISSJS) program and Jain scholars 
and academicians by providing them Jain educational material free of charge. 
The success of Jaina Education Päthashälä Books, eLibrary, and JAB activities 
are well known to all of you. 
  
Jain eLibrary Website : Education committee also supports and totally manages 
Jain eLibrary website to provide reference literature to the Päthashälä teachers, 
students, adult Swädhyäy groups, and Jain academicians and scholars around 
the world. eLibrary contains 13,000 Books, 5000 Articles, 1000 Audio files (About 
3.0 million pages of Jain literature). eLibrary contains literature of all sects: 
Swetambar, Digambar, Sthanakvasi, Terapanthi, Shrimad Rajchandra, 
Kanjiswami, and Dada Bhagwan. Some of the highlights are -  
 

 eLibrary adds 20,000 pages of literature every month 

 eLibrary has 46,500 registered users from 120 different countries. 

 Users have download 572,000 books and articles in 7 years.  

 1.8 million visitors have visited the website in 7 years 
 

Request for your Financial Support 
All members of the Jaina Education Committee, eLibrary project, and JAB 
committee are volunteers.  However our Pathshala book design, layout activity, 
Website expenses, book deficit etc,  and eLibrary scanning activity expenses 
add up to about $25,000 per year.  In addition, we will be spending $10,000 to 
upgrade our website. 
  
How to Contribute 
You may contribute in US Dollars or Indian Rupees to Jaina Education and 
eLibrary projects. You can contribute by Check (Cheque), via Bank to Bank 
transfer, via credit card, and via Paypal. 
  
Your contribution in US dollars and Indian Rupees are tax deductible in USA and 
India respectively. For Contribution, please use the following link located in the 
Jain eLibrary website (The link contains 4 options. Please use appropriate 
option): 
 

http://www.jainelibrary.org/donation1.php 
 
You may also contribute by check (US dollars): 
Please write a check to JAINA Education and mail it at the following address.  
Jaina Education Committee 
 
509 Carriage Woods Circle 
Raleigh, NC 27607 USA 
+1-919-859-4994   jainaedu@gmail.com 

http://www.jainelibrary.org/donation1.php
tel:(919)%20859-4994
mailto:jainaedu@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Do not mail your contribution directly to the JAINA Headquarters.  The 
committee needs to keep proper record before it gets deposited. JEC Thank 
Each and Every One of You for supporting Jaina Education Committee. 
  
Your Comments 
If you would like to provide any comments, suggestions, criticism, please go the 
following blog link and then go to the end of the article for comment. 
  
http://jainaedu.blogspot.com/2016/12/jaina-education-committee-activity.html 
 
Study Class Sponsorship: 
 
Lifetime sponsorship is $1001 and you can select a month of your choice for 
lifetime.  The monthly sponsorship is $125.  For sponsoring study class, please 
contact Kamlesh Shah and/or email studyclass.jsgd@gmail.com 
 
Any family can also sponsor lunch at study class to celebrate birthdays, 
anniversaries or maybe you need no reason. Please contact Rachna Parakh or 
Pratiksha Shah  

 
 

Hindi Class time is 9:45 am – 10:30 AM                                Jain Study Class time is 11:00 – 1:00 PM 
 
http://www.jsgd.org/studyclass.php 
 
Upcoming Study Class Dates for 2017   January 8th           January 22nd       February 5th          February 19th    

                

 

Kids Corner – Color the Picture 

http://jainaedu.blogspot.com/2016/12/jaina-education-committee-activity.html


Jain Vani Kids Section– Story 
Short Stories 

1.STORY OF AHIMSA 

  Shri Kuladânanda Brahmachâri in the book Sri Sri Sadgurusanga, Part III, pages 125-126 writes as follows: 
   “Mr. Anderson a European gentlemen, saw a sage in the forest of Jayadebpur, where he went out for a hunt. The 
elephant, on which Mr. Anderson was riding, got frightened seeing a tiger and threw him down. Mr. Anderson fired twice 
or thrice at the tiger, but missed his aim. He then began to run followed by the tiger. He saw a naked sage in copse and 
ran to him. The sage asked him to sit and waving his hand forbade the tiger to advance. The tiger sat at a distance, 
wagged its tail and growled for some time and then went away. Mr. Anderson was astonished to see the wonderful 
phenomenon and asked the sage how he was able to pacify the tiger. The sage replied: ‘tigers or snakes, never injure 
one who has no Himsâ. Because you have a feeling of Himsâ in your mind, you are attacked by wild animals.’ Mr. 
Anderson from that day became a vegetarian and gave up shooting. He was seen by many people in Dacca and 
Chittagong when this change had come over him.” 

 2. NON-VIOLENCE 

  According to Jainism there was a King named Mahabal. Once, in a religious festival, he prohibited the hunting in the 
state, but his son killed an animal secretly. When the gardener told the king about his son killing an animal, the King 
became very angry and ordered to hang the Prince. The King sent his servants to fetch the hangman Yampal Chandal. 
The King ordered him to hang the Prince.  Yampal Chandal requested the King, "Oh lord I shall not kill the Prince because 
it is Chaturdashi today. I had taken a vow from a Digamber saint not to kill anybody on Chaturdashi. Hearing this the King 
became angry and ordered his servants to bound Yampal and the Prince and throw them into the sea. But by the 
impression of Yampal's vow, the Gods of water saved Yampal from drowning. 

3.CHANGE OF HEART 

Once a businessman was travelling in a bus. There he found a purse on the seat. He picked it secretly. When he reached 
home, he found one thousand rupees with an address slip in the purse and became very happy. After some days he lost 
a hundred rupees note. He searched for it but could not find. On the same day his sweeper came to him and told, "Oh 
babuji, I found this note from your garage. Please take it". At the same time he thought, "I am worse than my sweeper, 
because I have stolen a purse of a gentleman. I must return it to him". At once he set out to the owner's house and 
handed him the purse. When the owner thanked him, he said,"Do not thank me but thank my sweeper who had changed 
my heart". He then told the whole story. So we should always remain honest in our life. 

4. IMPORTANCE OF NAMOKAR MANTRA  

Once, a man was going to the market. On the way, a hurt ox was lying there. Seeing the ox, the man became restless. 
He felt that the ox was about to die, so the man sat near it and began to recite the Namokar Mantra. Hearing the Namokar 
Mantra, the heart of ox became calm and it died with good feelings. In the next birth it became the son of a King. There 
he got many palaces, beautiful cloths, ornaments, etc. If an animal gets a good life by hearing the Namokar Mantra, then 
why will we not get the peace and happiness by reciting the Namokar Mantra? Everyday we should recite the Namokar 
Mantra to destroy our sins.  

5. RESULT OF VEGETARIANISM 

According to Jainism there lived a hunter in the forest. Once there came a Digambar Saint. He preached the people about 
vegetarianism. Most people took an oath not to eat meat in their life. When he asked the hunter to leave the eating of 
meat, the hunter said, "Lord, the meat is our main food and we can't live without it". At the end he decided to leave eating 
meat. Once he became very ill. The doctor advised him to eat meat as medicine. He refused and did not take meat 
because of his oath. He was born in the heaven. So we should remain pure vegetarians and never eat meat.  

 6. LEGEND OF GULLIKAYAJJI  

In Shravanbelgola next to the Bahubali colossus there is an  image of a woman called Gullikayajji. This women forms an 
important episode in the Bahubali legend. It is a legend  that when the great military leader Chamundarai decided to 
bathe the Bahubali image with milk he mobilized enormous quantities of it. On a scale worthy of a great warrior. But to 
the amazement of everyone present on this occasion, all that milk could barely wet the body as far down as the waist. A 
simple, modest, woman called Gullikayajji then expressed a desire to pour her humble offering over the god's image. It 
is said thai her thimbleful of an offering did not simply drench the entire height of Bahubali, but went down to flood the 
whole basin. The moral of this miracle dawned on the mighty Chamundarai who had Gullikayajji's image carved and 
installed to show respect for a simple old woman, who destroyed the hubris (ahankar) of the mighty Chamundarai. 

Source :   http://www.jaindharmonline.com/ 
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Jai Jinendra, 

  

With 2016 coming to an end, here is a look back at the successful year JOY year so 

far! On October 30th, the Jain Temple held its annual Diwalli Lunch. On this day, 

JOY members volunteered to assist younger kids in decorating for Diwalli and getting 

in the spirit. This year, the activities included  CD decorating and rangoli. The 

beautiful artwork was displayed upstairs in the Rang Mandap.  All the kids enjoyed 

doing arts and crafts and even some of the JOY volunteers got involved in the fun! 

But the hard work did not end after that, JOY also volunteered in serving food during 

lunch. It is our responsibility as the youth of the temple to give back to our community 

and this one small way to do so. One of the main goal's of this year's JOY Board is to 

increase participation in volunteering actives not only outside of the temple, but inside 

as well. From helping passing out food during lunch to vacuuming after Study Class, 

every small deed makes an impact. On this day, JOY started a canned food drive 

which ran through Navkar Jaap. Society members donated any extra cans which have 

been donated to the Lighthouse of Oakland County. All the proceeds will aid them in 

keeping their pantry stocked to provide for anyone in need.  

 The next major event JOY put on was Navkar Jaap on November 24th. The 

event is put on in remembrance of all the turkeys that are going to be killed that day. 

The event started off in the Karma Kitchen! JOY members worked the entire event 

themselves from taking orders, to cooking the food, to serving. Everyone that came 

surely had a great time with friends and family on a day that represents giving thanks. 

Plus, they enjoyed the delicious food as well. Following the breakfast was an hour 

long Navkar Jaap which was also led by JOY volunteers. The members recited Navkar 

Mantra in various raags. It was a very auspicious moment that makes us all remember 

how lucky we are to be Jain. During the event JOY raised $1,702. A percent of that 

will be going to Jiv Daya to help animals in need. For both of this events, the JOY 

Board wants to thank not only all the volunteers that took time out of their busy 

schedules to help out, but everyone who attended these events as well! 

 Another important JOY event coming up is the anticipated Winter Camp.  It 

will take place on Feburary 17th and go till Feburary 19th. This event is similar to the 

lock-in in terms of playing games and having JOY discussions. But we will also be 

having lots of fun in the snow as well! The RSVP form will be sent out soon and spots 

fill up quickly, so be on the lookout for it.  This also a friendly reminder that to be 

eligible for Winter Camp, you must have attended the following events: 2 community 

service activities, 1 regular JOY event, and 1 religious JOY-hosted event. We can't 

wait to see you at these upcoming events! 

 

JOY Board 2016-2017 

Jain Vani Advertisement Rates 
We are taking new advertisements in Jain Vani.  We publish around 6 Jain Vani in a year, which reaches to more than 500 member's 
family. We have also started to take one time advertisement in Jain Vani. Please contact any EC member if you or anyone you know 
would like to publish their advertisement.   
Diamond Level (Full Page) – $1,400 for full year  
Platinum Level (Half Page) – $800 for full year 
Gold Level (Quarter Page) – $500 for full year 
Silver Level (1/8 Page - business card size) – $300 for full year 
Bronze Level : ONE TIME Publication  

a. 1/8 Page - business card size – $100, b. 1/4 Page - $150, c. 1/2 Page - $200 



 

 

 

With Best Compliments to 
Jain Society of Greater Detroit 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

  



 

 

With Best Compliments to 
Jain Society of Greater Detroit 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 


